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MINUTES 

POCATELLO DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
MEETING 

April 17, 2024 – 12:00 PM 
IWAMIZAWA CONFERENCE ROOM | 911 N 7TH AVENUE 

 
 
1. Call to Order and Disclosure of Conflicts of Interest   
 
Turner called the meeting to order at approximately 11:04 AM. No conflicts were disclosed.  
 
Members present: Jeff Hough, Jim Johnston, Linda Leeuwrik (arrived at 11:05 AM and left at 12:37 PM, Nathan 
Richardson, Scott Turner (left at 12:37 PM), David Villarreal, and Ruby Walsh. 
Members excused/unexcused: Mayor Brian Blad and Kirk Lepchenske. 
Others present: Treasurer Thane Sparks, Secretary Aceline McCulla, City of Pocatello PW Development Engineer 
Merril Quayle, City of Pocatello City Attorney Jared Johnson, City of Pocatello PW Director/City Engineer Jeff 
Mansfield, and other visitors. 
 
2. EXECUTIVE SESSION.  
The Board may wish to go into Executive Session to communicate with legal counsel for the public agency to discuss 
the legal ramifications of and legal options for pending litigation, or controversies not yet being litigated but 
imminently likely to be litigated. Idaho Code Section 74-206(1)(f). 
 
A motion was made by S. Turner and seconded by J. Johnston to convene into Executive Session in accordance with 
Idaho Code Section 74-206(1)(f), to communicate with legal counsel for the public agency to discuss the legal 
ramifications of and legal options for pending litigation, or controversies not yet being litigated but imminently likely 
to be litigated at approximately 11:02 AM. Those in favor: J. Hough, J. Johnston, N. Richardson, S. Turner,  
D. Villarreal, and R. Walsh. Unanimous. Motion carried. 
 
The PDA Board resumed the regular meeting at 11:58 AM. 
 
3.  APPROVE THE MINUTES. 
The Board may wish to waive the oral reading of the Board of Commissioners regular and executive session meeting 
minutes and approve the minutes held February 21 and April 2, 2024. 
 
It was moved by J. Johnston and seconded by R. Walsh to approve the minutes as written from the Board of 
Commissioners regular and executive session meeting minutes held February 21 and April 2, 2024. Those in favor: J. 
Hough, J. Johnston, L. Leeuwrik, N. Richardson, S. Turner, David Villarreal, and Ruby Walsh. Unanimous. Motion 
carried. 
 
4. Monthly Financial Report, Expenses and Reimbursements. 
The Board may wish to approve the monthly financial report, expenses and reimbursements. 
 
Villarreal asked Sparks about the $76,000 Airport fee. Sparks stated these are legal fees being billed directly to the 
PDA fund under the Airport URA. 
 
It was moved by L. Leeuwrik and seconded by S. Turner to approve the financial report, expenses and 
reimbursements as presented. Those in favor: J. Hough, J. Johnston, L. Leeuwrik, N. Richardson, S. Turner, David 
Villarreal, and Ruby Walsh. Unanimous. Motion carried. 
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5. UPDATE ON THE PROFESSIONAL SERVICES FOR ELIGIBILITY AND ECONOMIC FEASIBILITY STUDY.  
The Board may wish to hear an update by SB Friedman on the Professional Services for Eligibility and Economic 
Feasibility Study. 
 
Geoff Dickinson of SB Friedman presented the Board with a PowerPoint presentation update of the Eligibility and 
Economic Feasibility Study included in the agenda materials.  
 
Villarreal stated the assessment is comprehensive and well done, and the deterioration numbers was eye-opening. 
The Board will need time to review and digest the information. This item will be placed on the next regular meeting 
agenda.  
 
Dickinson stated there are next steps. Their scope was written the access eligibility and we’ve done that 
assessment. If the Board recommends proceeding to create urban renewal areas for areas one, two, and or three, 
there is a next phase of work to create feasibility studies. Those studies require some market analysis, a tax 
projection exercise, and we will work with City staff to do a cost estimate exercise. Using this example, we need to 
fix 5 miles of road, someone needs to put a cost estimate for that road work. Between the market assessment, 
which gets a sense of what potential development would be, and the tax projection, which gets a sense of what tax 
would be for the district over its twenty-year life, this would take us to the next step. Creating a spending plan of 
what the City and PDA Board pick from project in the three areas, for the best way to invest and remedy these 
conditions and support development. This is essentially the work that needs to happen to create all of these three 
districts.  
 
The Board will review the materials and provide direction in the next scheduled meeting.  
 
6. NORTH PORTNEUF DISTRICT OPA PROPOSAL. The Board may wish to hear a proposal by Portneuf Capital LLC for 
site improvements that fall within the district plan. The Board may wish to direct staff to draft an Owner’s 
Participation Agreement with Portneuf Capital LLC for the proposed work. 

Merril Quayle, Planning Engineer of the City of Pocatello introduced LD Barthlome of Portneuf Capital LLC to 
present is OPA request.  
 
LD Barthlome of Portneuf Capital LLC stated the land was divided up and now they are looking at updating the roads 
and create a railroad overpass to assist with truck access. The front end of the property is in good shape due to the 
pilot program and they accomplished a lot of cleaning up the property. Barthlome estimates four months for work 
to get the back end of the property cleaned up to begin the railroad overpass project. Two buildings remain that 
need infrastructure, power, sewer, water. The quote numbers are from Idaho Power and Merril Quayle of the City, 
so the numbers should be close.  
 
Quayle concluded that this proposal is for an OPA to clean up the southwesterly end of the property, get power and 
transformers for building D and E, and would like to get an OPA created and accepted for comments and move 
forward. 
 
Villarreal was in favor of the project for the truck access that is needed in this area. He asked to get the information 
to counsel to create an OPA for the estimate of $450,000.00, Barthlome will be kicking in $200,000.00 that are not 
covered by PDA funding projects to complete this project. Hough stated he is onboard with this project. Villarreal 
 
It was moved by J. Hough and seconded by J. Johnston to create an OPA for the $450,000.00 amount to get this 
project. Those in favor: J. Hough, J. Johnston, L. N. Richardson, D. Villarreal, and R. Walsh. Unanimous. Motion 
carried. 
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7. NORTH PORTNEUF DISTRICT RAILWAY OVERPASS.  The Board may wish to discuss the possibility of creating a 
design for a new roadway and overpass. 
 
Merril Quayle, PW Development Engineer of the City of Pocatello presented information on the area and ideas for 
creating a design for a new roadway and overpass over the Union Pacific Rail Road (UPRR) in the North Portneuf 
District. Quayle asked for direction and issue an RFQ for the overpass and roadwork, so the City could apply for 
grants, such as the RAISE Grant received for Kraft Road and N. Main extension. The RFQ would also include 
preliminary cost of completing the project, and possibly swapping land to make this area marketable.  
 
It was moved by J. Hough and seconded by J. Johnston  to move forward and have Quayle create an RFQ and cost 
estimates, then bring it back to the PDA to review before approving, and sending out the RFQ. .  
 
Quayle clarified that Funding will come from the Portneuf TIF District. An estimated plan cost ranged from 
$75,000.00 to $100,000.00 for the preliminary plan and cost estimates.  
 
Those in favor: J. Hough, J. Johnston, N. Richardson, D. Villarreal, and R. Walsh. Unanimous. Motion carried. 
 
8. Calendar Review.  
The Board may wish to take this opportunity to inform other Board members of upcoming meetings and events that 
should be called to their attention. 
 
The special executive session and special meeting will be April 25 at 11:00 AM. 
 
9. Adjourn Regular Meeting. 
 
With no further business, Villarreal adjourned the meeting at 1:05 PM. 

Submitted by:  Approved on: May 15, 2024 
 Aceline McCulla, Secretary   


